
I Will Not Let My Church Be About Me 

 

Big Idea:  

 We all have preferences.  We all have likes and dislikes.  Some of us like 

the more contemporary songs, while others like the more traditional ones.  Some 

like the fast ones, while others like the slow.  Some like to sing during 

communion, and some prefer to sit and spend a moment engaged in personal 

reflection.  Our likes and dislikes are often a natural part of who we are as well as 

the product of our upbringing- that’s ok.  The problem arises when we allow our 

own personal preferences to become issues of division.  In the end, our goal 

should be to answer the question, “what is best for this church?” 

 

 

Ice Breaker: 

 I shared on Sunday morning about the church that divided because some 

were “lifters” and others were “leavers.”  Those of us who have been church 

members long enough have witnessed division arise over similar “preference” 

issues (example- color of carpet, color of the pews, chairs or pews in the 

auditorium).  Can you think of any other similar issues that have caused division 

in the past?  IMPORTANT:  It is not the purpose of this exercise to allow a 

negative tone to develop, rather to point out the reality that our likes and dislikes 

can cause division if we are not careful!  As the leader of the group, you may 

need to emphasize the purpose of this exercise, and redirect if you feel the 

presence of overt negativity. 

 

 

THINK and EXAMINE: 

The following questions are adapted from Thom Rainer’s book, “I Am a Church 

Member” (pages 41-42). 

 

1.  Read Philippians 2:5-11.  In your own words, define the attitude that led Jesus 

to make the decisions he did.   

 

2. Returning to the analogy of country club membership; if we are to adopt the 

attitude of Jesus Christ, how does this attitude differ from the attitude of a country 

club member? 

 

3. Philippians 2:8 says that Jesus became obedient to death on the cross.  Read 

Matthew 26:36-39.  Did Jesus have an obvious preference for himself?  Why did 

Jesus put his preferences aside (hint: The Greatest Commandments)? 



 

4.  If Jesus actions and attitudes are a pattern for ours, what implications are 

evident? How has God been working in your life to shape you so that you look 

more like Jesus?  

 

THIS WEEK: While we are all tempted to focus on our own needs, the apostle 

Paul tells us that when we give our lives to Christ we begin a journey of the heart, 

soul, and mind, shifting the focus from our own needs to the needs of others 

(Philippians 2:4).  This week, take the time to offer yourself in service to another, 

and pray through this experience that God will continue to shape you into the 

image and likeness of His Son! 

 
The Third Pledge: 

I am a church member,  

 

 I will not let my church be about my preferences and 

desires.  That is self-serving.  I am a member in this church to 

serve others and to serve Christ.  My Savior went to a cross for 

me.  I can deal with any inconveniences and matters that just 

aren’t my preference or style. 

 

_________________________________________ 

Sign and Date 

 


