
Family- Playing For Keeps 

 

Big Idea:  

 

As John Shamblin brought to our attention last week, there are more than 200 

children who have are associated with the Grace Chapel family.  Add in their 

families, and that number more than doubles to 453.  What a blessing, and what 

an opportunity to Fuel Faith in the Next Generation.  But as Uncle Ben once told 

Peter Parker (Spiderman)…”With great power (opportunity in our case) comes 

great responsibility!”   

 

Ice Breaker: 

 
Check out the games listed on these two websites.  They are geared toward a 

young audience, but may serve as a good/silly icebreaker to get your group 

going.  Feel free to use your own variation of these games, or a completely 

different illustration that may be more appropriate for your group. 

 

http://www.justiceteaching.org/resource_material/CandyGame.pdf 

 

http://www.teaching4real.com/2012/07/theres-rules.html 

 

THINK: 

Rocky Wyatt contributed the following questions. They are borrowed from the 

reThink Group, Inc.  Depending on the makeup of your group, you may need to 

modify these questions some. 

 

1. Who are the people who have loved you over time, and proved to you that 

you matter? List a few of the things they did to prove it to you… 

2. One of the ways you prove that you love a kid over time is to really know 

them.  But you can’t learn about them once, you learn about them over time.  

How can you make discovering more about them part of your weekly routine.  

What are some ways you show a kid that you know them? 

3. One of the ways you prove that you love a kid over time is to have rules for 

them.  How do rules show that you love them?  Think about your influence.  

(If you are a parent) What rules do you have in place that let your kids know 

that you love them? 

4. One of the ways that rules can show a kid love is how you respond when the 

rule is broken.  Kids need to know you will show up even when they mess up, 

make mistakes, break the rules, and experience failure.  How have you seen 

or experienced this in your own life? 

http://www.justiceteaching.org/resource_material/CandyGame.pdf
http://www.teaching4real.com/2012/07/theres-rules.html


EXAMINE: 

 

Read the following from Hebrews 11:7-11 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what 

children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and 

everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 

daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us 

and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of 

spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but 

God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No 

discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces 

a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

 

1.  When reading this passage, the end goal of discipline should become clear.  

In your words, what is that end goal? 

2.  The writer of Hebrews compares discipline with training.  How does this go 

along with the idea expressed in one of the passages (Proverbs 22:6) we looked 

at this morning? 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, 
And when he is old he will not depart from it” 

Are the words discipline, training, and punishment synonyms?  If not, how are 
they different? 
3.  Rocky talked on Sunday morning about the “window of opportunity”…How is 

this consistent with the idea expressed in verse 10? 

4.  Verses 7 and 8 talk about the way God disciplines us as his children- and in a 

sense tell us that when God disciplines us, it confirms that we are, in fact, His 

children.  Share, first, some thoughts about the implications for your relationship 

with God, and second, the implications for your relationship with your children (if 

you are a parent…if not, you may be able to relate this to the way your parents 

disciplined you as a child).  

 

THIS WEEK: If you are a parent of young children (birth --> school age), pray 

that God will help you as you daily lead and guide them- with the purpose of 

knowing him better!  If you are not the parent of a young child, pray for these 

parents.  Seek out ways to support other families here at Grace Chapel…and 

beyond! 


