
Family-In the Image of God 
 
Big Idea:  
 
This week we are entering in to a 4-week series with family as the focus.  As we 
get started, it’s extremely important that we do a little groundwork to lay the right 
foundation before moving on.  Scripture tells us that God created humanity in His 
own image.  There are many deep implications in this statement.  The concept of 
the family originated with God, because it is an expression of His relational 
nature. 
 
Conversation Starter: 
 
I want to share with you two quick excerpts from an article that recently ran in 
Relevant Magazine: 
 
“So, what does it mean to be created in God's image? The Hebrew root of the 
Latin phrase for image of God—imago Dei—means image, shadow or likeness of 
God. You are a snapshot or facsimile of God. At the very least this means 
humans occupy a higher place in the created order because we alone are 
imprinted with godlike characteristics. Your godlikeness is the path to your 
greatest fulfillment. You will feel the greatest pleasure and wholeness when who 
God made you to be is fully developed and expressed.” 
 
“A…truth about you is that you are relational because God is relational: “Let us 
make man in OUR (emphasis added) image, in OUR (emphasis added) likeness. 
... It is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 1:26, Genesis 2:18). The phrase, 
"Let us make man in our image" reveals an "us-ness" in the very nature of God. 
The very essence of God is relational, and that essential quality has been 
imprinted on humans. This capacity for a relationship with God extends to 
humans, which is why the Genesis story declares that God created Eve for Adam 
because ‘it is not good for man to be alone.’" 
 
If you’d like to read the entire article, you can find it at this URL: 
 
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/deeper-walk/features/23549-qmade-in-
the-image-of-godq 
 
 
 
 



 
THINK: 
 
1. With a few exceptions, most people are quite relational in nature.  What is it 

about relationships with others that we need? 
2. Loneliness is becoming an epidemic in our country according to sources like 

Psychology Today.  Why, in your opinion, do so many people express 
feelings of isolation and loneliness? 

3. In some ways we are more connected than ever before because of social 
media sites like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  If loneliness is as big an 
issue as the experts are telling us it is, we must assume that these social 
media outlets are no substitute for authentic human contact/connection.  Why 
might this be true? 

 
EXAMINE: 
 
Read the following from Genesis Chapter 1:26-28a 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and 
all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So 
God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
 
1.  What significance can we attach to the fact that we are made in God’s image? 
2.  Scripture tells us that God said, “let us make mankind in OUR image.”  What 
do you find interesting about the usage of the word ”our”? 
3.  We image God in a relational fashion.  What implication does this have 
concerning the importance of family?  Is it possible that the family structure 
reflects something central to the nature of God? If so, what? 
4.  Is it fair to call God the author of family?  If so, what conclusions can we draw 
from this truth? 
 
THIS WEEK: Take time to thank God for the relationships you have with others.  
Consider what it means that God, Himself, is the originator of the family unit, both 
the biological family, and equally important, the church family. 

 
 


