
PROFILE OF A HEALTHY CHURCH 
Able to Respond to Time and Place 

 
THEME: Missions. What does that word mean to you? What do you hear when 
someone uses it? Taking the gospel to Mexico or India? Indeed! But what about 
your neighborhood, workplace, or school? Cross-cultural evangelism. What 
about this term? What do you hear when someone uses it? Do you ever think 
about age groups, city-dwellers and rural folk, or people who “grew up in church” 
and those who are “totally secular” within our culture? Let’s explore! 
 
ICE BREAKER 
 

1. Who in your group has traveled outside the United States in the last few 
years? What was it like? What seemed “strange” and “uncomfortable”? 

2. Can you name a place or situation close to home (i.e., not by virtue of 
travel outside the country) where you felt “strange” and “uncomfortable”?  

3. Can you image “church settings” in which someone feels equally strange 
and uncomfortable? Ever had someone admit those feelings to you who 
had visited Grace Chapel? 

4. Whose responsibility do you think it is to make a stranger feel at home? 
 
THINK 
 

1. If the ice-breaker questions helped you step into the world of comfort and 
discomfort as a stranger in another’s familiar context, that is the first step 
into our topic for today: How does the church cross some of the cultural 
barriers of our time for the sake of Christ? 

2. Just as you thought about cultural barriers with borders and languages, 
church-speak and Bible knowledge, can you name some other cultural 
barriers that you think separate believers from non-believers today? 

3. Do you know the term “missional church”? Hint: It isn’t about churches that 
spend more than half their budgets on foreign missions. 

4. For today’s purpose, try this as a working definition of “missional church”: 
A missional church is one that tries to connect with persons and cultures 
for the sake of influencing them with the acceptance, love, and nurture 
that are distinctive to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

5. Church programs (i.e., door-knocking with tracts?) may reach some 
people with the gospel. But what if participating in the mission of God to 
reconcile the world to himself were a natural part of Christian lifestyle? 
That is the question missional churches are asking today. From Scripture, 
it will become apparent that this was the original way churches functioned. 

 
EXAMINE 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 to answer the following questions: 
 

1. Think of some situations where Paul adapted himself to distinctive parts of 
Jewish culture in order to communicate the gospel to Jewish people. 



2. Think of some situations where Paul adapted himself to distinctive parts of 
Gentile culture in order to communicate the gospel to non-Jewish people. 

3. Do you think there were limits to the adaptations Paul was willing to make 
to either of these cultures? What would some of those limits have been? 

4. From his explanation in 1 Corinthians 9, state Paul’s motive(s) in these 
cross-cultural moves. What did he hope to achieve? How successful do 
you think he was in his efforts? 

5. Is cross-cultural communication the same thing as political correctness? 
Explain your answer. 

6. What are some practical things you do in order to build relationships of 
trust and communication with your non-Christian acquaintances? Which is 
more important in those relationships – talking to them about Jesus and 
the church or listening to them to understand their life situation and 
needs? Which must come first? 

 
 
Read Matthew 28:16-20 as background for the following questions: 
 

1. Christians often refer to these verses as “The Great Commission.” Dallas 
Willard used to say it would be more honest to call them “The Great 
Omission.” Why do you think he would have said that? 

2. What were some of the specific methods used by apostles and 
evangelists in the Book of Acts to win people to Christ? (For example, 
Peter’s frequent healing miracles or Paul’s presence in synagogues. Add 
two or three other specific methods to this list.) 

3. What were some of the specific methods of evangelism that worked in 
your parents’ generation to reach people with the gospel? 

4. From your answers to #2 and #3, how many of those specific methods of 
evangelism are effective for us today? 

5. Let members of your group name some creative (novel!) approaches to 
evangelism its members have seen work recently. Why do they work? 

6. Now be creative in your own Small Group to brainstorm some out-of-the-
box ideas about how individual Christians can connect with others for the 
sake of the gospel today? How can churches connect more effectively? 

 
THIS WEEK: The kind of study and conversation called for in this week’s Small 
Group experience is the sort every generation of Christians must have. Cultures 
are always changing, and what “worked” in the 1700s or in 1950 probably won’t 
work in our literate, affluent, postmodern, and polarized culture. Just as Paul was 
always adapting his methods – but not his message about Jesus! – we must 
always be thinking of how to reach people with the gospel in the unique times 
and places we are encountering. 
 
 
 
 


