
“WHERE COULD I GO BUT TO THE LORD?” 
Studies from the Psalms: Psalm 34 

 
THEME: Some people in the Grace Chapel fellowship are old enough to 
remember an old song titled “Where Could I Go But to the Lord?” (Some of our 
younger members may never have sung it but could have heard Elvis Presley’s 
version of it on an oldies radio station!) The song is about security – or the lack of 
it in the things of this world. This psalm addresses the theme and comes up with 
the same answer: There is no security apart from God. 
 
ICE BREAKER 
 

1. How is 2015 going for you? Are you having success in keeping any 
“resolutions” you made?  

2. If you have an old songbook (or internet connection), look up “Where 
Could I Go But to the Lord?” and read (or sing!) the words. 

3. Will anyone in your group admit to being old enough to singing the song in 
worship settings? 

 
THINK 
 

1. Psalm 34 is thought to have been written by David, and it reflects a 
specific situation of danger that is related at 1 Samuel 21:1-15. 

2. In the classification system that identifies the psalms around the themes of 
Orientation, Disorientation, and Reorientation, in which cluster would you 
locate this reflective poem? 

3. In 1 Samuel 21, why had King Saul turned against David? 
4. In David’s flight to Nob and in the assistance given him by Yahweh’s 

priest, what weapon was given to David? Comment on the irony here. 
 
 
EXAMINE 
 
Read Psalm 34 aloud and expressively as background to the following questions: 
 

1. Verses 1-10 might be titled “God Did This for Me!” They are something of 
a call to worship that is grounded in one worshipper’s experience. Here 
that person is testifying to God’s faithfulness. What value do you attach to 
hearing of God’s faithfulness in the lives of his people? 

2. Does anyone in your group have a testimony he or she would like to share 
about God’s faithfulness? Should we include more such testimonies in our 
corporate worship? 

3. Verses 11-14 sound similar to Proverbs 1:7 (in fact, similar to the first nine 
sections of the Book of Proverbs). Do you think Solomon might have 
learned the holy value of the “fear of the Lord” from his father, David?  

4. Verses 11-14 extol the fear of the Lord. What does the phrase mean? 
Specifically, define the word “fear” in this biblical phrase. 
 



5. The final move of Psalm 34 (vs.15-22), contrast Yahweh’s attitude toward 
those who fear him over against those who do evil. Walk through this 
section by pointing out the contrasts. 

6. Finally, identify the “righteous” soul in this poem? Is he or she a perfect 
person? One who has overcome sin? One who can no longer be 
tempted?  

7. Press your identification of the “righteous” in Psalm 34 a bit further by 
focusing on vs. 17-18. What is the hallmark trait of a righteous person – 
the trait that would allow the New Testament to praise King David as a 
“man after God’s own heart”? 

 
 
Read Romans 8:18-39 and as background for the following questions: 
 

1. This New Testament text stresses the same theme as Psalm 34 – the 
faithfulness of God to his people. 

2. What are some of the affirmations of Paul in Romans 8 that parallel or 
echo the language of Psalm 34? 

3. What are the new and unique ideas Paul brings to the discussion of 
spiritual security? 

4. Focus a bit on verse 28. God is not the source of temptation and danger in 
our lives, but he is able to turn “all things” (even the things meant to 
destroy us!) to some positive end. Remember the “irony” of the weapon 
provided to David as he was feeling from Saul? 

5. When have you seen God turn danger or failure into victory in your own 
experience? What grace and power are in his activity for the righteous! 

 
THIS WEEK: End your study time today by reflecting on the realism of the Book 
of Psalms. They are not sweet songs that promise sunlight and roses to the 
people of God. They acknowledge that God’s people will suffer in this world, and 
their suffering may even be increased for the sake of their righteousness. But 
they cannot be consumed by suffering or temptation or failure, for God will 
always be faithful to those who put their faith in him. No one will be condemned 
who takes refuge in him. 
 
 
 


